
-- 

WHEELING HOSPIT - 	s\fPened by Dr. 
Edward Larson in t927. While it was 
built to serve t e community, it 
provided emergency facilities where 
Dr. Larson could patch up automobi-
lists who survived the many accidents 
that occurred, especially on summer 
weekends, along heavily-traveled Mil-
waukee Ave. The hospital began in 
the doctor's house, which was enlar-
ged until finally he built a new home 
so the entire building could be used 
for treating his patients. 	The clo- 
sest hospital, otherwise, was at 
Highland Park and some Wheeling peo-
ple used Chicago hospitals when the 
situation was not one of emergency. 

Frances: 	During the influenza epidemic of 1918 Dr. 
Larson was so busy visiting his patients that he had 
people drive him on his calls and he slept in the car 
between stops. 
During the epidemic some people at the Chicago House 

had the flu. 	There were no nurses around, so the girls 
who worked at the hotel took care of them. 	Dr. Larson 
was against the use of alcohol, but he told us to take a 
small shot of whiskey before going into the room, and 
another after coming out. 	We never caught the flu, and 
Dr. Larson didn't lose a patient during the epidemic. 

John: 	Dr. Edward Larson made his own pills and every- 
thing else. He made house calls. And at that time they 
had visiting nurses who came around to check up on you. 
In 1941 I came down-with pneumonia and he took care of 
me for three months. 
Highland Park had the closest hospital until Dr. Lar- 

son opened his onMilwaukee Ave. 	It was a small place. 
I think he had three or four nurses at that time, and I 
think he had twelve beds or so. He was a good doctor. 
He saved my life. 



Wheeling Independent April 9, 1964 

Our town's first and only hospital was established by 
Dr. Larson in 1920. It had 9 beds and was in 
operation until 1945. The hospital stood at 203 S. 
Milwaukee and the Larsons lived next door at 189 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. 

Until roads were improved, autos became more 
reliable and hospitals were built closer, Dr. Larson's 
hospital was the only one available for emergency 
cases. 

Notes from Wheeling Thru the Years... The hospital 
had 12 beds on the upper fl;oor and Dr Larson had 3- 
4 nurses. Mary Flynn was the R.N. Paddock, Jan. 
1932. 
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Dr. Edward Larson 

Dr. Edward Larson was a doctor during the 20's and 30's. He 
had a small hospital on Milwaukee Ave.'  which is now 189 South 
Milwaukee with an office on the first floor and rooms on the 
second floor. He lived next door, and now is the Wheeling Funeral 
Home. Doctors at that time made house calls. His first wife 
passed away about 1928 and then he remarried about 1945 to3c 4  
Rochenbach-. 
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WHEELING. ILL.. 	 .__. 1960 

DR. E. L. LARSON 

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

203 SOUTH MILWAUKEE AVENUE 
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OFFICE LE. 7-045 
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Wheeling Historical Society 

From: 	<webadminwhee1inghistorica1society.com> 
Date: 	March 09, 2014 12:41 PM 
To: 	<webadmin whee1inghistorica1society.com> 
Subject: 	emailformO 1 at www.wheelinghistoricalsociety.com/contact.htm  

Name: Robert Howland 

Email: rahowland@yahoo.com  

Message: I am working on my wife's genealogy and we are looking for information regarding Edward Larson or 
Larsen. It is our understanding that he ran a hospital on the main highway that treated al Capones men. what ever 
information you would have I would appreciate. 

Thank You 
Robert Howland 

03/11/2014 


